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Technology Expo

comes to Naples

MC2 (AW) Chris Henry, NPASE-E Det. Europe

National Conference Services Inc.
(NCSI) sponsored a Technology Expo
April 6 at the Ciao Hall at in NSA
Naples Capodichino location. Fifteen
technology and communication compa-
nies, including Dell, Hewlett Packard
and Verizon, displayed their newest
products to more than 250 service mem-
bers and Department of Defense civil-
ians who visited the expo.

According to NCSI's Web site, the value
of technology expos is to facilitate gov-
ernment-industry networking opportu-
nities that result in high level public-pri-
vate collaboration.

“Executives from the private sector can
meet with military leaders and make sure
they have access to the equipment they
need for their mission and support for that
equipment from a local overseas vendor,”
said NCSI Event Manager, Natalie Tier.

Vendors at the expo displayed their
products in an environment where cus-
tomers could interact with the equip-
ment in a hands-on setting.

“Customers can appreciate and gain a
better understanding of what the prod-
uct is and how it works when they can
see and have hands on interaction with
the product,” said Roy Castor, interna-
tional sales manager for Lexmark.
“During a one day expo, I am able to
have personal meetings with multiple
customers, so it’s a very effective form of
networking.”

NCSI brings technology expos to the
military stationed around the world.
According to Tier, NCSI hosts three tech-
nology expos in Italy and about 12 expos
are held in Germany every year.

“Technology evolves so quickly, it is
constantly changing,” said Electronics
Technician 2nd Class (SW) Antonio
Negron, Naval Computer and Tele-
communications Station, Naples an expo
participant. “When we learn about new
technology developments, it helps us
understand how we can use these new
technologies to achieve our mission.”
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Members of the Naval Support Activity, Naples Fire
Department escort a “victim” away from a simulated disas-
ter scenario as part of a joint training exercise between the
NSA Fire Department and Vigili del Fuoco di Napoli. The
joint training exercise is held every year to give Italian and
NSA Naples personnel an opportunity to train side-by-side
and share their different techniques. This year’s simulation
was an aircraft fire with passengers and casualties.

Members of Vigili del Fuoco di Napoli and the Naval Support Activity, Naples Fire Department evacuate passengers as part of a

NSA Naples firefighters
train with Vigili del Fuoco

Story and photos by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Eddie Harrison

Naval Support Activity (NSA) Naples Capodichino firefighters assisted
Naples International Airport (NAP) firefighters in a annual Federal
Aviation Administration certification April 8 at the Capodichino airport.

The certification simulated a plane crash into the NAP airfield with mass
casualties. The Vigili del Fuoco de Napoli (Italian firefighters of Naples)
were the primary responders, while NSA firefighters were there to assist
in retrieving the casualties.

A long siren sounded off in the NSA Naples Fire Department, which let
everyone know that the simulation had begun, so the firefighters immedi-
ately jumped in the two Oshkosh Aircraft Crash Trucks housing more than
1000 gallons of water and fire-fighting foam to be used as needed.

“The drill went well,” said NSA Naples Fire Chief Rusty Hesmondhalgh.
“The main focus about these drills is for our firefighters to work with their
firefighters, so the more we train together, the better we will fight togeth-
er.”

Not only were there firefighters participating, but a host of people were
needed to complete the exercise. The Italian Air Force and the airport doc-
tor were there with two ambulances to transport the casualties to the
nearest medical facilities. The Carabinieri and airport police were there
also as added back up.

“Our job was to rescue the people,” said NSA Naples Fire Station
Battalion Chief Mario Spina. “We go inside these aircrafts after an acci-
dent and we never know what we will find, it is very hard work.”

Though the incident was not real, the exercise enabled the NSA Naples
Firefighters and Vigili del Fuoco to work as a team and learn each others
equipment and the different ways they handle these types of situations.

“You train the way you are going to fight, so you try to make it as realis-
tic as possible,” said Hesmondhalgh. “We have to keep practicing, because
one day that tone is going to go off and it is going to be the real thing,
knowing exactly what to do is going to make the difference, whether it is
the firefighter or the victim.”



